
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
November 30, 2016 
 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P. 
Prime Minister of Canada 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada K1A 0A6 
 
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau, 
 
CanadaCleantech Alliance was created earlier this year as an alliance between the Alberta Clean Technology 
Industry Alliance, BC Cleantech CEO Alliance, MaRs Discovery and Ecotech Quebec to provide a national voice 
for Canada’s cleantech sector and to serve as a focal point to help transition Canada to a stronger, climate-
resilient economy.  
 
The members in our partnership organizations represent the leadership of Canada’s cleantech sector including 
hundreds of cleantech companies employing thousands of Canadians. We are committed to stimulate 
economic growth, create jobs, and drive innovation to transition to a low-carbon economy by increasing access 
to markets, capital and talent. We are motivated to provide input on government policies that are intended to 
shape the future of our sector. 
 
We would like to recognize the excellent work done by the federal, provincial and territorial Working Group on 
Clean Technology, Innovation and Jobs.  The recently released report provides a comprehensive overview of 
the opportunity for Canada to become a global cleantech powerhouse of innovation, job creation and 
investment. It also correctly summarizes the multiple challenges that must be addressed to develop, grow and 
scale-up this emerging sector.  We also strongly agree that: 
 

“an integrated, economy-wide approach to create jobs and drive innovation across all industrial sectors 
is required to grow Canada’s economy, achieve stated GHG emission targets and improve Canada’s 
overall environmental performance.”   

 
On April 13th 2016, CEOs from nearly 200 cleantech companies and investors across Canada signed a letter 
addressed to your attention emphasizing that there is now a window of opportunity for Canada to lead the 
global cleantech innovation race. The letter also set out clear recommendations of high impact initiatives that 
Canada’s cleantech leadership believes will have the greatest impact.  
 
Several of our recommendations are reflected in the Working Group Report and we applaud and commend to 
your attention for rapid implementation the following recommendations: 
 

1. Establish a public loan guarantee program (#11) 
2. Enhance availability of venture capital (#9/10) 
3. Enhance high-skills immigration (#14) 
4. Enable public sector/municipal first deployments & green public procurement (#21/22/23) 
5. Explore patient capital tools including green banks, pooling clean technology assets, angel investor tax 

credits and flow through shares (#12/13)  
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In addition, we strongly support establishing a cleantech vision with specific goals and outcomes (#34), 
rigorously collecting cleantech data (#32/33) and strengthening cleantech Research, Development & 
Deployment through existing organizations. Finally, we urge the establishment of plug-and-play technology 
demonstration and validation ‘sand boxes’ in combination with the “breakthrough technology competitions” 
(#6) and grand challenges (#7) that are recommended, to reduce the cost barrier and enable rapid iteration.  
 
With the completion of the Working Group Report, the challenge now is to prioritize the thirty-four options 
and focus on those that will have the greatest impact in delivering tangible and measureable economic and 
environmental benefits for Canada.  
 
CanadaCleantech looks forward to assisting in setting these priorities and in designing and implementing the 
Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change.  
 
As it is clearly identified in the Working Group Report, Canada is well positioned to build a strong and 
competitive cleantech sector that will create jobs and economic opportunity, and also enable the country to 
achieve its climate and environmental goals. Doing this requires access to strong talent, appropriate capital and 
a wide range of technologies with global demand.   
 
The CanadaCleantech team is ready to play an active role so that Canada can become the world leader in 
tackling climate change while developing a stronger and more resilient economy. 
 
Sincerely on behalf of CanadaCleantech, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Denis Leclerc 
President & CEO  
Écotech Québec 
Chair 
CanadaCleantech Alliance 

Jonathan Rhone  
Chair 
BC Cleantech CEO Alliance 

Jane Kearns  
Senior Advisor Cleantech  
MaRS Discovery District 

Jason Switzer  
Executive Director  
Alberta Clean Technology 
Industry Alliance 

 
 
CC: 
Honourable Navdeep Bains, Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic Development 
Honourable James Gordon Carr, Minister of Natural Resources 
Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
Honourable Chrystia Freeland, Minister of International Trade 
Honourable William Francis Morneau, Minister of Finance 
 


